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PREFACE

— o
E who first observed the rules relating to
the noble art and science of making verses
and framed them into a regular system, we are
told, in the Sanskrit literature, was one Pingala
Muni of old, otherwise known as pingalaniga
pingalacharya or patanjali Risi. With the object
of placing before the student a more practical and
concise treatise on this important subject, one
Kedarabhatta wrote his famous Vritaratnikara,
on the basis of pingala Muni’s immortal work
which as we see is more a scientific treatise,
minute in detail and therefore too tedious a work
for the beginner.

The fact of there having appeared so many
Tikas written by literary men of great repute in
India and elsewhere on this one and the same
Vrittaratnakara, is an unerring proof of its merits
as a highly useful work in the study of this impor-
tant subject. Out of the several Tikas that may
be enumerated I have seen only five and they are,
Vrstaratndkara Setu, Vrittaratndkars Vivrit; and
theree others named Sinhala Vyakhydne, Abhinava
Tikag and Vrittaratnakara Pdncikd, respectively,
and it is with this last named Tika written by
scholarly Sri Ramacandra Kavi Bharati of Gaud
in India added to that I now offer Vrittaratna.
kara to the student in the shape of this book,
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For a critical study of Vrittaratnakara it
would no daubt be found that this Tika is of
greater utility than most other similar produ-
ctions on the book. Unfortunately for the student
it is very scarce even in its native land, the
existing few manuscripts having been confinéd
to a very few of the private libraries to which
no ordinary mortals of the present day can have
access. Most of the Sanskrit students of the
present day in Ceylon are doubtless unaware
of its existence, and that such is the present state
of the manuseript that those who have ever seen
it never perhaps used it for the purpose it had
been intended. A. book once held so high a position
in the literature of our country and invariably used
by the generality of its Sanskrit students some
years back, has now almost lost its name and fame,
and is to all appearance undergoing the same fate
as thoser works of great classic note of which our
country’s literature has suffered irrecoverable loss.
In the interest therefore, of the literature of our
country and of the Sanskrit students in general I

undertook the preparation of this literary relic
for the press.

Standing for centuries together as a manu-
seript, this Tikd abounds with clerical mistakes,
greater part being omissions and superfluous addi-
tions which are highly perplexing. When compa-
ring with each other the four different manuseripts
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of the Tika which I obtained with considerable
difficulty from distant parts of the Island for the
purpose, I found them very much differing in many
important points and were it not for the careful
references made to other standard works on the
subject, I would never have been able to bring
the book to its present state. For making the
book tull and more complete I have added to it
many explanatory notes on such points as have
been not sufficiently or at all explained or com-
mented upon by the author.

Although it would be hardly necessary for
me to give here a description of the Author’s life,
as I have already given a lengthy narration of
the Author’s life, as I have already given a
lenghty narration of it in the Sanskrit copy of
the preface and also in my preface to Bhakti
S'ataka that inimitable poem by this self same
author, a few words added to this in regard to
his parentage will not, I consider, be out of place.

Our author was a native of the village of
Weerawati in Punjab in India and by faith a
worshipper of Vishnu and a Brahmin by caste.
His father was called Ganapati and was a learned
Brahmin of the Kityayana family. His mother
called Devi belonged to the well-known Bhardvaja
family of the aforesaid caste. Our author had
two brothers named Halayudha and Angirasa
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who were also known for their attainments in
the literature of their country. He came to
Ceylon some 451 years ago when king Sir pargk-
ramabahu was reigning in Jaya-wardhanapura,
Cotta, and having had studied  Buddhism under
the illustrious 8'ri Rahula S'angharija Mah3
Sthavira, became a convert to it. It was in
veneration of the Founder of his new faith he
composed Bhakti S'ataka, which he soon after
dedicated to the king. ‘Lhe king so much admired
the Author’s abilities that he was invested with
the honorary title of Sri Bauddhagama-chak-
ravarti and appointed him as one of his counse-
llors. He lived the rest of his life in his adopted
country as an orthodox Buddhist under the kind
patronage of the king and his nobles and highly
respected by the nation.

It ‘has been said that he wrote this Tika in
1999 of the Buddhist era when he was in Ceylon
and at the request of another Brahmin named
Subbrahman.

“Sailabimbarama”, )

Dodanduowa, CEYLON,

C.A.S.
7th November 1907, J
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